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preface 


Wc have great pleasure lin presenting the readers 
with the first volume of the Series The contributions of 
Muslims to Sanskrit Literature. The second volume of 
this series viz. The Samudra-Sangama of Mahammad 
Bara bhukoh on a comparative study of Sufism and 
Vedanta in Sanskrit and the third volume containing the 
Contributions of Muslims to Upanisad?, Sanskrit Poetry, 
Hindu Astrology, etc. will also be soon published. 

The present series is a compinion one to our “Muslim 
Patronage to Saoskritic Learning” Series of which the 
first volume has already "been published 

Thanks are due to the authorities of Bikaner State 
Library for sending me a transcript copy of their valuable 
MS. an the original could not be lent. The present 
edition has been prepared from this MS. alone as no 
other MS. of this work is known to exist. The prepara- 
tion of a critical edition from a single MS. is undoubtedly 
a hazarduous task. k Still, I faced this risk as the present 
work is {invaluable for reason* stated in details in the 
Introduction. 


SANSKRIT COLLEGE, 
CALCUTTA 1, ft. *18 
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MUSLIM CONTRIBUTION TO SANSKRIT MUSICAL LITERATURE 
INTRODUCTION 

As regards the propagation of Sanskrit Learning during Muslim 
Rule in India it may be stated at the very outset that not only a large 
number of Sanskrit works were composed andjor translated into Semitic 
languages and vice versa under the patronage of the Muslim ruleijs of 
India but also many poetical and scientific works in Sanskrit were 
composed by Muslims themselves In thi3 latter group i e the contributions 
of Musi ms to Sanskrit Literature the Sartgita nuhka of Mahammad Shah 
is certainly one of the most important Its importance on account of its 
author who is definitely a Mahomedan Sanskritist can hardly be overrated 
Secondly, not many* works oa Music on Dancing in particular, have as 
yet been published and it is only hoped that a critical edition of thiS work 
will be a valuable addition to this important branch of our Indian 
Literature ' 

The earliest work on dramaturgy is probably the Nafasutra of feiBlin 
and Krsasva mentioned by Paijmi Nandikesvara s Bharatarnava of wb ch 
the Abhmaya darpaiia is considered to be a subsequent abridgement is 
known only in name The Natya sastra is of course the earliest work 
that systematically deals with this subject m several sections -The 
Abhinaya-darpana attributed to Nandikesvara is another eafly work 
exclusively devoted to this subject The seventh chapter of the Safigita 
ratnakara of Saragadeva composed m the first half of the thirteen® 
century AD is also devoted to danc ng Ever sine? its composition, it 
became the standard work on the subject and many subsequent writers 
are more ox less indebted to this wOtk fox then treatment ol the 
Mahammad Shah w also no exception to it The Sanskrit Musical. 
Literature is however very vast and many of them deal m their last 
chapter m particular with dancing Many subtleties m a subtle inspiring 
subject like Music naturally evolved in course of its development and 
individual scholars had their own say in the matter Though the Sanskrit 
MSS catalogues reveal that there ate even to-day not less than 500 works 
on the subject not more than a few of them have as yet been published 
and of them again only the Natynsastra of Bharata and the abbmayh- 
daijuna and recently, the Saftgita ratnakara have been ably edited One 
only wishes that at least some 50 of these that are thoroughly original in 
their treatment of the subject matter could be critically edited and a 
thorough comparative study of them be made m order that the real history 
of the development of our Indian music inclusive of dancing cught be 
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restored. Under the circumstances it is "to be regretted that only the 
N ftyadhyaya of the Safiglta-mnlihA of the Muslim Musician is extant and 
that also a very defective JIS , as preserved at present in the Bikaner 
State Library.' 


DESCRIPTION Or- THE MS. 

As the original MS was not lent out, the present editor was obliged 
to work on a transcript copy of the same made under the direct supervision 
of the Library Authorities. The original MS. in question is undated. It 
starts with a Hindi work — a collection of Hindi soDgs called the Sanglta- 
sara by Mapihacnndrn. The first ten sheets of this collection are missing 
Our SaAgita-malika begins on folio 31 and ends in the 53rd It is followed 
by a running Hindi commentary on it, probably by the same author ie 
Muhammad Shah himself, which has proved to be of some use to us. 
Probably the scribe is responsible for leaving out altogether from the text 
the relevant passages on the Drstf bheda, mandala-bheda, etc. that usually 
form a part of the Nrtyadhyayn. The sectional arrangements as at present 
are also very defective, c g. eight "akaiiha Margacaris” (4-11) are Included 
rji the section on Karana, Similarly, 6 Kaninas (3-8) are included in the 
section of “Deifcthanakas”. Another misleading feature of the MS. that 
can hardly be sufficiently decried is that though the pagination in the MS 
is fJund. quite in tact the sections are intermingled here and there, eg 
vv. 125-132 are written in between vv. 201 205 and vv. 102-108 are written 
jji between vv. 185 and 180, and v. 199 runs concurrent Jy with 191. This 
is not all, a look at ^Jbe footnotes to the text will at once reveal the nature 
of carelessness and gross negligence on the part of the scribe. It is indeed 
a Very difficult task to prepare a critical edition from a single MS , parti- 
cularly from a MS. like the present one Still no pains have been spared 
by me to present the readers with a readable edition, particularly because , 
the work is so very important v 


THE AUTHOR AND DATE 

The author himself says that "he was the son of TattSr Khan and a 
descendant of Fmiz Shah. Unfortunately we cannot identify tbc author 
an the basis of this evidence; we cannot trace in the pages of our Historical 
works a Mahammad Shah, who was the son of a Tattaf Khan and also 
lourished in the family of Firuz Shah We know of one Mahammad Shah, 
vho was not the son of, but was himself, Tartar Khan ; again, Mahammad 
Shah as a descendant of Firuz Shah there are more than one. 
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Again, the MS in question is undated and of no help to us with regard 
to the date of the work, nor is there any internal evidence on the basis of 
■which we can come to a definite conclusion about it. 

But from a comparative study of the Nrtyadhyaya section of the 
Sangita-ratnakara of fearfigadeva, son of Sodhala, it is . clear that 
llahammad Shah was much influenced in his treatment of the subject by 
the author of the Safiglta-ratnakara (see below). It is explicitly stated 
in v. S of the Ratnakara that Sodhala was patronised by King Singhana. 
Singbana ruled in Deogiri i e. modern Daulatabad from 1210 to 1247 AT). 
As such, Saragadcva must have been a junior contemporary of King 
S'pighana and his work is only likely to have been composed about the 
middle of the 13th century A D. Therefore, it can definitely be said 
about the Sangita malika that it was composed later than this date. But 
if the Hindi commentary is to be attributed to Jlahamtntd Shah, the 
Safiglta-maliki cannot be assigned to such an eariy date. Its language 
betrays rather a comparatively modem date for its author. The Sangita- 
nuhka docs not appear to have been composed eatlicr than the 16lh 
century A'D. 


SUBJECT JUT TER OF TOE WORK 

The work was ostensibly on music in all its aspects as its name implies , 
but only the section on Dance appeaTs to have survived There is tio doubt 
that the work was intended, to deal with all the subjects the Sangfta- 
ratnakara docs and as such it must have been a voluminous work. In tJflT 
NrtySdbj'Sya, it deals with (1) the dancing-hall, (2) lift? assembly, ($) the 
President, (4) dances, (5) the features of female-dances, (C) the features 
of male-dances (7) varieties of dances, (8) parts of the body employed 
in dances, (0) subsidiary parts, (10) different gestures of the head (II) 
different postures of hands unfolded, (12) those of hands folded, (13)* 
Nrtyn-hasta lakjanas, (14) different postures of the hips (K«ti), (15)* those 
of the feet, (JO) Carls 1 or varieties of gait (Bhauma-nurgacarf, afcnJiku- 


wrft WTfl *Etit cVfa srlfiwyajtiTffljt: n KTi 7 904 

Cwj 1. a , riwd from tho *** s>j + ry— fejn} t'fa I n .honU. hoyn-ytr . 
mcnlioned hi thl* connection th»t In the KS n>rr»kh»mt* , 

li»t of Akltnoirla, tbo n*me of "83®!“ *M "If (Jjn:r»T*dIkl- *,# omitted -nrf 
qnently, the number U rod 00*1 to 1| ontf. ' ron, **~ 
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margacart, DesTbhaumncarf, fikasifca-de&can) , (17) sthataka 3 or modes of 
siting (purusa slranaha, strl sthaEaha and dcii-stlKinaka) , (18) Karanas* 
(10) Av igraba lahjnnas (20) Itccflha lak?anas and (21) Nj-tyn lak?anas 
As regards the variety of dances (No 7 abov e) , there are foar types 
viz Tu^ida\a and Lasya i c. dances of men and women respectively 
The T&ntfawi dance is named after the sage Tartar who popularised it 
The last mentioned Nrtya lakjana section, dealing as it does with some 
particular varieties of dances could very well have faerged into section 7 
ou varieties of dances This separate treatment appears Uncoiled for 

This work follows at times the Nafya Sastra of Bhamta but it 13 pre- 
dominantly influenced by the Safig'ta ratnikan of feurtigadeva The NS 
(Natya-sostra) of Bharata mentions 82 sub-divisions of the Cart i e moving 
about on one leg but the SM (Sangita malika) deals with 04 of them This 
number is obtained by further sub-dividing the previous 32 c2r?s under 
the heads DesI and Cart The Sit (Sangita nitnakara) however 
mentions BO varieties DesI Bhnumacart 35 ak&sikl 10 and margacart 
3° — 80 in nil The NS records only six sthanakas (°) (all w th reference 
to wan only but the SM'noti ces many more under the heads airf athonakaa 
and DesI sthanakas ) The SM adds to the NS list of Karoijas another 
B.arapn called Nohan quite m agreement with the Sit Both the SM 
and the NS give a list of thirteen vanet es of S'robhcdas 4 ic Hifferent 
gestures of the head though there is some discrepancy between the two 
with 1 regard to their names Both the SR and NS mention 07 varieties 
o! gestures by hand The AD however gives a list of 64 varieties in alf — 


3 qn tftn n K ftVt wnrea, «* AD *74 Ths Abbinsva Bharat (10 Si) and 
fchs SB (7 1027) point out that both alter and before mot on, elttlo condition prevails 
n other word* Carl alternates with Btbonaka. 

3 Kara^a is an abbreviation for Nrtyaharana, fust as Bhuna 1* an abl rev Is 
tion for Bhlmasona. It is tha graceful eomh nation of hands and feat that generate* 
incessant pleasures, v da Cstur® BTalhnstha a commentary on tbs SB 7 5M 55— 



vim ‘Fuvtuf vftvtti'fliy U 


4. The AD (4? 30) however mentions only S— 
UUill 

vfatt ch nk c u 



SUBJECT-MATTER OF THE SAN G IT A-MALIKA 


5 


■single hand 28 s , combined 23 a and Nftta IS 7 . According to Sarngadeva, 
this enumeration is only lnukjka i e, in conformity with common 
usage onfy (and therefore, scientifically unsound), While describ- 
ing the fiuka-tunda-hasta it. the hand resembling a parrot's beak, 
fe-lrngadeva (7.1 40-141") and Bharata. (9-53-54) recommend the bending 
of both the forefinger and the ring-finger while Mahammad Shah advocates 
the betiding of the ring-finger only 8 . 

At times, there are striking similarities between the SB and the SM. 
e.g. the third and fourth pwdas of v 24 of the SM. is just the same as those 
of the SR The definitions of different gestures of the hip in SM. are 
also exact copies from the SR. 


The following chart will bring into bold relief the significance of our 
contention above:— 


SM. 


fiirobheda 13 

Asamyuta hasta 24 

Saipyuta hasta 13 

Nriya hasta 30 

lfasta-Iak$anas 07 

Carls 64 

Sth3nakas lfr 

Radas 6 


NS. AD SR. 

13 0 14 

24 23 24 

IS 23 13 

S2(?) ‘ 13 SO 

69 04 67 

32 8 80 

6 0 51 

5 4" 6 or 13 


Tlius it is clearly established that Mahammad Shah was not only 
thoroughly conversant with the Ancient Indian Musical litcrature.but’ had 


W. 175-175 «- 


wtr arn i 

7 r. *«— WHiiujsteffijni n 
$ TW* U In eerformity wUli ih*t eflh* AD 115 - 

f AD. «?«*»?«> M— 

vniHiM uvef ’t^rfwrg i 

wuft ntvtn 
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his otto views ns well about many subjects as the entries under Carls/ 
Stbinakas nnd FSdas above would show. lie was very confident about 
his own opinion and never hesitated in his assertions whenever necessary, 
llis command over the language of bis choice also deserves much 
approbation. 

In conclusion, I desire to emphasize one thing and therein lies the main 
Interest of the publication of this work — it is Ifindu-Musfim Fraternity. 
The contributions of Muslims to Sanskrit Literature at cnee reveal their 
love for Sanskrit Culture and Civilization as well as for their Hindu brethren. 
There.!* no doubt that after Muslim conquest of India, the relation between 
the conqueror and the conquered was soon replaced by that between two 
great communities, living in perfect peace and fraternity, mutually assimilat- 
ing and enriching the culture of each other. Thus, after the advent of 
Muslims Indian Civilization remained neither Hindu nor Muslim Civilization 
exclusively, but became a very happy synthesis of both Just ns it is 
impossible to separate the water of the Ganges from that of the Jamuna 
at the confluence in Trayag, so it is impossible to separate Hindu from ^ 
Muslim Culture and vice versa. This " Meeting of two Seas ’’ as the great 
Savant Dara Shukoh has put it, has taken place once for all right in the 
beginning of Muslim rule in India, never to be undone. It is very 
regrettable that in our study of Mediaeval India, we arc generally apt to 
©ver-empbasiie the alleged bitter strife and hatred between the Hindus and 
the Muslims during the middle ages but do not ordinarily care to .note the 
more predominant spirit of fraternity, tolerance and mutual co-operation. 
„The time has come to charge this dogmatic attitude and revise our ideas 
,Jn the light of truths revealed through careful researches into the literary 
Jwstoryof Mediaeval India. 

We give below an exhaustive list of contents of the SM for easy 
reference to, and proper understanding of. Its verses 
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